
From: Dave Bruell [mailto:david.bruell@wsrb.com]  
Sent: Monday, October 19, 2009 1:41 PM 
To: Nogler, Tim (COM) 
Subject: RE: SBCC Public Comment Hearing in Spokane 
 
Tim, 
 
As I mentioned, one of the council members asked me to supply documentation for my assertion that a decision not to adopt 
the sprinkler requirement in the IRC could have a significant impact on funding from FEMA for hazard mitigation. 
I have attached a document from FEMA entitled “FY 2010 Hazard Mitigation Assistance (HMA) Unified Guidance.” This is the 
official document published by FEMA, available at http://www.fema.gov/library/viewRecord.do?id=3649, which provides 
guidance to communities applying for Hazard Mitigation Assistance. 
I call the council’s attention to section B.6, Selection, on page 59 (PDF page 67). This section lists some of the circumstances that 
can affect FEMA’s consideration and prioritization of grant funding. As I pointed out in my testimony, code adoption affects a 
community’s Building Code Enforcement Grading Schedule (BCEGS) classification; a community’s BCEGS classification affects its 
CRS classification; and a community’s CRS classification affects how much its citizens pay for flood insurance. This section from 
the Hazard Mitigation Assistance guide shows that a community’s CRS classification, as well as its adoption and enforcement of 
model codes, can also affect FEMA’s consideration and prioritizing of Hazard Mitigation funding. 
It is important to recognize that FEMA distinguishes the CRS classification from model code adoption in this section. The act of 
weakening the model codes, even without an effect on the CRS classification, is enough to endanger a community’s priority for 
funding. 
Please forward this to the council, and let me know if you or the council require any more information. 

David Bruell 
Vice President 
WSRB 
206.273.7196 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

From: Dave Bruell  
Sent: Tuesday, October 06, 2009 2:57 PM 
To: 'Nogler, Tim (CTED)' 
Subject: SBCC Public Comment Hearing in Spokane 

Tim, 

I gave testimony at the meeting yesterday. One of the council members asked me for additional information. I do not know her 
name, although she was one of the group that left early for the airport. 
Please let the council members know that I am working on the request, and will forward it to you as soon as possible. 
Thanks, 
David Bruell 
Vice President 
Washington Surveying & Rating Bureau 
* Your Independent Rating Bureau  * 

2101 - 4th Ave Ste 300 
Seattle, Washington 98121 
V: 206.273.7196 
F: 206.217.WFAX (9329) 
 HYPERLINK "mailto:dadavid.bruell@wsrb.com 
 HYPERLINK "http://http://www.wsrb.com/ 
 
WSRB is a non-profit, public service organization providing forms, rules, loss costs, rating and underwriting 
information to the property insurers of Washington. 
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